
July 2019 

What fun we had this 

year. The weather was 

kind to us and even 

though we had several 

other events conflicting 

we still managed to have 

a really good turn out. 

Robert Martin and Blake Singleton spent the weekend 

with us video taping for our new media kit we are put-

ting together. It was great to have them back to spend 

PowWow with us. This year was full of firsts: it was the 

first year I prepared the fry 

bread mix (I don’t know why I 

was so intimidated by it), it 

was the first year my husband 

Steve prepared fry bread mix 

(although he had a bit of a 

problem getting it off his hands and somehow managed 

to get it all the way up to his elbows), it was the first 

year my son-in-law Brian helped in the kitchen with 

cooking the fry bread and even though it wasn’t a first, 

the kitchen began preparing the fry bread mix on the 

grounds to keep up with the demand. For some reason 

the fry bread was the main focus and we could not keep 

enough of it made. Before it was all done and over with 

just about everybody in the UCAN booth and kitchen 

were involved with fry bread in some way.  

Our head lady Kate Cricket 

Waddell and  head man David 

Waddell did an awesome job. 

We had Bob Upton serving as 

the AD and Lucas Bridges was 

our MC. Both did great jobs, 

we are blessed to have them 

serving at our PowWow. Kasey 

Chamblee, Paige Berry and Jennifer 

Houston did a wonderful job with the 

PowWow Princess competition. 

Caleigh Davis was crowned 2019 

UCAN PowWow Princess.  

As always there were a few glitches 

that need to be worked on, but that is 

true every year. We need more parking signs and a bet-

ter way to mark the Fire/Emergency vehicle lane. That 

open area just seemed to scream “Park Here”! 

The Scouts of America BSA helped again this year and 

were a big help with getting our dancers, drummers and 

volunteers their meals.  

When we did our clean up of the grounds the day after I 

was proud to find we had very little on the grounds that 

needed policing.  

Our kitchen staff, gate staff and all volunteers worked 

very hard again this year and deserve a big round of 

applause. I am proud of each and every one.  

We are looking at making some changes to our require-

ments concerning the vendors in an effort to add to our 

vendor circle. Over the last 6 years our vendor circle 

has gotten slim. We have more demonstrators then ven-

dors. If you are a vendor and are interested in a spot at 

our PowWow in 2020 please contact us at UCAN/

PowWow Vendors, PO Box 754, Gutnersville, AL 

35976 and let us know a little about what you offer in 

your vending booth and we will add you to our mailing 

list when applications go out in January 2020. We look 

forward to seeing everyone next year. 

- Judy Dixon 



September is just around the corner which means we need to start 

making our plans for the Trail of Tears PowWow in Waterloo, AL.  

Those who will be available to help with the UCAN PowWow please 

let us know by emailing dixonzoo@aol.com. We always need help 

with setting up - tearing down canopies and setting up the circle.  



LIHEAP/Community Action Grant 2019 

(Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) 

There are funds still available in our LIHEAP/Community Ac-

tion Grant. If you need assistance with a heating or cooling bill, 

are enrolled citizens of United Cherokee AniYunWiYa Nation 

and live in Blount, Calhoun, Cleburne, Cherokee, Colbert, 

Cullman, DeKalb, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Jackson, Jeffer-

son, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Mari-

on, Marshall, Morgan, St. Clair, Walker and Winston Counties 

in Alabama you can apply for this assistance. Eligibility is 

based on your household income. There is a chart on the appli-

cation that covers the income limits. If you would like to apply 

for assistance either call the office at 256-582-2333 or email 

ucanonline@bellsouth.net or dixonzoo@aol.com for an appli-

cation. We request that you call prior to sending in your utility 

bill to verify that there are funds available and to ensure we 

have all the required paperwork for the current grant year. Fol-

low the instructions on the application when applying. If you 

are on a disconnect Do NOT wait until the night before or the 

day of the disconnect and contact us and expect that we will be 

able to prevent this from taking place. We must have time to 

contact the Utility company and request an extension. Most 

utility companies are willing to grant an extension but this is 

not guaranteed and each company has their own policies for 

granting an extension. One of the main requirements to be eli-

gible is that the utility bill Must be in your name or your spouse 

living with you. If you do not submit all the necessary paper-

work you will not be eligible for assistance. The application 

lists all paperwork required to be submitted with the Original 

Bill. If you cannot come into the office the entire process 

can be done by mail. When funding allows, we keep window 

AC units and portable heaters available for a crisis situation in 

our tribal office. We will begin accepting applications for 

weatherization assistance in July. This will be on a first come, 

first serve basis. The only exceptions: anyone who has not pre-

viously received assistance through the weatherization portion 

of this grant or homes with elderly, young children or house-

hold members with health issues may be given priority. If you 

would like to inquire about availability of weatherization please 

contact us by phone, email or write to: UCAN / PO Box 754 / 

Guntersville, AL 35976.  Any attempts of fraud will result in 

becoming Permanently Ineligible for assistance from our grant 

program. We will not jeopardize this assistance so desperately 

needed by so many families. There are NO exceptions to the 

policy.  

Principal Chief Judy Dixon 

 

Food Pantry 

Thanks to the generous donations and support of 

our local citizens we have a well stocked food 

pantry. This has allowed us to help many of our 

citizens who are on a limited budget or have had 

unexpected expenses. We now have some frozen meat available 

(chicken) and thanks to the strong response from our tribal 

family we have a good supply of canned meals and meat. We do 

have a shortage of canned fruit and we always need canned 

meals. If you are able to donate you can either bring your items 

to our monthly Fellowship Gathering or you can bring them by 

our office during normal business hours: Tues & Weds 9 am to 

2:45 pm or Thurs & Fri 10 am to 4 pm.  

Thank you for all your support. 

Thanks to everyone shopping 
with Amazon and signing in us-
ing smile.amazon.com and se-
lecting United Cherokee Ani-
YunWiYa Nation as the charity 
to be donated to, UCAN has re-
ceived over $200.00 in dona-
tions. Any donations we receive 

through this program are deposited into our land fund sav-
ings account. 

Earlier this month we received the sad 

news that our landlord Sam Butler passed 

away.  Mr. Butler was not only our 

landlord, he was a dear friend and strong 

supporter of our tribal family. He will be 

missed. Previously Mr. Butler had 

informed us that his will stated that all his 

properties were to be sold when he 

passed. His wife has contacted us and let us know that the 

building our office is located in will be put up for auction.  

We may have to relocate in approximately 6 months or less or 

there may be a possibility whoever purchases the building might 

want to keep an established  and reliable tenant. There is a lot 

being considered concerning the location of our new office if 

we are required to move. We have stepped up our efforts to 

locate possible land for purchase, but there is a lot that will have 

to take place for this to be possible.  

Thanks to the hard work of our citizens with our 

Land Trust Savings Fund we have over $20,000 

saved, but that may not be enough depending on 

what we find available. We are working hard  to 

increase that amount as quickly as we can. For 

those who live locally you can help by donating your pocket 

change and loose bills when you attend Fellowship Gathering 

each month. When we hold a fundraiser (ie. Yard sale) clean out 

your closets, garage or storage shed and donate your unused 

items, then come check out what other citizens have donated 

and fill those closets back up! Each fundraiser will be posted on 

our Facebook Timeline as well as our Website so share this 

information. I will make every effort to have a silent auction 

item posted on our Facebook Timeline and on our website 

monthly or every other month so keep watching and if you see 

something you like Bid! Each fundraiser posting needs to be 

shared, shared, shared. Just because you don’t live locally does 

not mean you cannot donate. We have a donate button on our 

website that allows you to donate directly to our PayPal 

account. We can’t do this alone, we need everyone’s help to 

achieve this goal. Thank you for all your support.  



UCAN Website   

www.ucantribe.com 

Our plans to expand on our website are still in the works, 

but put on hold as it was decided to invest the funding into 

getting a media kit put together to help us with our Out-

reach. We will expand on our website in time, but for now it 

will continue as it is. It offers our current events in our cal-

endar and our current newsletter. It also has the added bene-

fit of listing all the herbs we have in stock or can produce 

and ship. We have a new herbologist offering her service to 

us two days a week, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. If you have 

any questions or need assistance placing an order please call 

our office at (256) 582-2333 anytime from 9 am until 2:45 

pm and ask to speak with Patricia. She is taking a class to 

become certified as an herbologist. (Wow spell check does 

not like that word). If she does not know the answer to your 

question you can be sure she will do the research necessary 

to find the answer.  

Dennis Mino, Joshua Denmark, Freida Estes, Kathryn Pack, Er-

nie Oden, James Wright, Donny Fitch, Ramona Lesa, Mary Gold 

Talley, Jill White and Roger White, Art Wade, Donna Bridges, 

Gene Gold, Wanda Rogers, Mary Jo Honea, Janet Martin, Sue 

Morrison, Buddy Stone, the Bridges family, Tim Purdy, Danny 

Perry, Kathy Cagle Lusk, Josh Atwater, DeeDee McClelland, 

Heidi Tucker, Billy Wayne Lemley and those unspoken.  

We do a daily prayer on our Facebook page. If you would 
like to add someone to our daily prayers, please send us an 
email, add their name in the comments on Facebook, or 
send a private message.  

 

 

 

 

Thanks to another grant from Alabama’s Mountains, 

Rivers & Valleys RC&D Council we are putting 

together a media kit. This will allow us to reach out 

further with information about our tribe and the 

services we provide. Although right now our main 

service is through our Cultural Arts Team and the 

educational demonstrations they put on at various 

schools, libraries and businesses, we hope to expand 

and offer other services as well. These could include: 

language classes and crafting classes. Our goal 

continues to be working towards purchasing our own 

land and building a large enough building to house 

not only our tribal office and storefront but also a 

museum, class rooms and fellowship hall. With 

enough acreage we will be able to host our own 

PowWow and maybe have a community garden and/

or herb walk area. 

With the help of Robert Martin 

and Blake Singleton, The Purple 

Tie Guys, we have a video that is 

in the production stage. They 

were able to get a great deal of 

video from our PowWow and 

will be following up with 

additional video clips needed to 

put together the final video for distribution. This 

video will be our best source for reaching a larger 

audience and give us the opportunity to provide an 

answer to the all too familiar question: “Who are 

you?”, and, “What do you do?”. The media kit will 

include a documentary video and another smaller, 

trailer video, and if all goes well a small commercial 

clip to help us broadcast and promote our upcoming 

PowWow each April. 

We have applied for this grant again in 2020 and plan 

on using any additional funding we may get towards 

getting some new literature printed to expand our 

media kit. If you have any ideas or recommendations 

please feel free to send them to us at 

ucanonline@bellsouth.net or dixonzoo@aol.com. Be 

watching our Facebook page, Website and future 

newsletters for more on this project and a chance to 

view the video. 

http://www.ucantribe.com


Cherokee Language/Cherokee Syllabary  

The Cherokee syllabary was invented by George 

Guess/Gist, a.k.a. Sequoyah, of the Cherokee, and was 

developed between 1809 and 1824. At first Sequoyah 

experimented with a writing system based on 

logograms, but found this cumbersome and unsuitable 

for Cherokee. He later developed a syllabary which 

was originally cursive and hand-written, but it was too 

difficult and expensive to produce a printed version, so 

he devised a new version with symbols based on 

letters from the Latin alphabet and Western numerals. 

By 1820 thousands of Cherokee had learnt the 

syllabary, and by 1830, 90% were literate in their own 

language. Books, religious texts, almanacs and 

newspapers were all published using the syllabary, 

which was widely used for over 100 years. 

Today the syllabary is still used; efforts are being 

made to revive both the Cherokee language and the 

Cherokee syllabary.  

It is because of our desire to learn the language that we 

continue to practice a new word each month in our 

daily prayers on our Facebook page. This is also being 

added to our website (ucantribe.com) for those who do 

not have Facebook. Our word this month is U na do da 

qua s gv (pronounced oo nah doh dah kwah ss guh) - 

Sunday. Yep, we are having a month of Sunday’s!  

Our plan is to practice one day of the week each month 

for 7 months, then move on to the word for the months 

for 12 months. Come learn with us. 

 

Due January of each year / $40.00 per household  

We pray there will come a day when we no longer have to 

rely on the generosity of our tribal citizens. We are working 

hard at not only achieving financial stability but having the 

funds to purchase our own land and office buildings. 

Thanks to the efforts of a great many of our local citizens 

and the generosity of those not living close by, we are mov-

ing closer and closer to these goals each year. The annual 

reminder went out in January and we will be mailing out the 

second reminder in the next few weeks. If you paid your 

communication fees and still receive the second notice 

please disregard it and chalk it up to human error. You can 

drop us a note through email and let us know we goofed and 

sent it to you even though your fees are paid and we will 

make sure to get it entered into our records. As annoying as 

this is to some, this effort not only helps us to keep an office 

and website going where we can continue to work for you 

all, but it also allows us to keep our records current and up-

dated.  

After sending out the reminders in 2017, 2018 and 2019 we 

now have an updated database showing 917 good addresses 

and 382 bad addresses and 127 responded. Our tribe contin-

ues to grow in size, now we need to grow in participation. It 

will take everyone working together if we are to accomplish 

great things. Our Cultural Arts Demonstration Team needs 

additional items for the demonstrations they provide and to 

be able to replace some gently loved pieces as well. Please 

consider how much more we could do if we have the fund-

ing to aid us in our efforts. We could offer more programs 

and services. Our museum would no longer be a dream but 

a reality. We rely on you to help us achieve our goals. Even 

those in our tribal family who live miles away and may nev-

er walk through the tribal office doors or attend a Fellow-

ship can take pride in knowing you helped your tribal fami-

ly accomplish great things. Send your fees in to: UCAN / 

PO Box 754 / Guntersville, AL 35976. If you would like to 

send in a donation we have a button on our website that al-

lows you to donate directly to our paypal account or you can  

donate directly on PayPal to ucanonline@bellsouth.net. 

Thank you for your patience and support.  



Cherokee creation story 

The earth is a great island floating in a sea of water, and sus-
pended at each of the four cardinal points by a cord hanging 
down from the sky vault, which is of solid rock. When the 
world grows old and worn out, the people will die and the 
cords will break and let the earth sink down into the ocean, 
and all will be water again. The Indians are afraid of this. 

When all was water, the animals were above in Gälûñ’lätï, 
beyond the arch; but it was very much crowded, and they 
were wanting more room. They wondered what was below 
the water, and at last Dâyuni’sï, “Beaver’s Grandchild,” the 
little Water-beetle, offered to go and see if it could learn. It 
darted in every direction over the surface of the water, but 
could find no firm place to rest. Then it dived to the bottom 
and came up with some soft mud, which began to grow and 
spread on every side until it became the island which we call 
the earth. It was afterward fastened to the sky with four 
cords, but no one remembers who did this. 

At first the earth was flat and very soft and wet. The animals 
were anxious to get down, and sent out different birds to see 
if it was yet dry, but they found no place to alight and came 
back again to Gälûñ’lätï. At last it seemed to be time, and 
they sent out the Buzzard and told him to go and make ready 
for them. This was the Great Buzzard, the father of all the 
buzzards we see now. He flew all over the earth, low down 
near the ground, and it was still soft. When he reached the 
Cherokee country, he was very tired, and his wings began to 
flap and strike the ground, and wherever they struck the earth 
there was a valley, and where they turned up again there was 
a mountain. When the animals above saw this, they were 
afraid that the whole world would be mountains, so they 
called him back, but the Cherokee country remains full of 
mountains to this day. 

When the earth was dry and the animals came down, it was 
still dark, so they got the sun and set it in a track to go every 
day across the island from east to west, just overhead. It was 
too hot this way, and Tsiska’gïlï’, the Red Crawfish, had his 
shell scorched a bright red, so that his meat was spoiled; and 
the Cherokee do not eat it. The conjurers put the sun another 
hand-breadth higher in the air, but it was still too hot. They 
raised it another time, and another, until it was seven hand-
breadths high and just under the sky arch. Then it was right, 
and they left it so. This is why the conjurers call the highest 
place Gûlkwâ’gine Di’gälûñ’lätiyûñ’, “the seventh height,” 
because it is seven hand-breadths above the earth. Every day 
the sun goes along under this arch, and returns at night on the 
upper side to the starting place. 

There is another world under this, and it is like ours in every-
thing–animals, plants, and people–save that the seasons are 
different. The streams that come down from the mountains 
are the trails by which we reach this underworld, and the 
springs at their heads are the doorways by which we enter, it, 
but to do this one must fast and, go to water and have one of 
the underground people for a guide. We know that the sea-
sons in the underworld are different from ours, because the 
water in the springs is always warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer than the outer air. 

When the animals and plants were first made–we do not 
know by whom–they were told to watch and keep awake for 
seven nights, just as young men now fast and keep awake 
when they pray to their medicine. They tried to do this, and 
nearly all were awake through the first night, but the next 
night several dropped off to sleep, and the third night others 
were asleep, and then others, until, on the seventh night, of 
all the animals only the owl, the panther, and one or two 
more were still awake. To these were given the power to see 
and to go about in the dark, and to make prey of the birds and 
animals which must sleep at night. Of the trees only the ce-
dar, the pine, the spruce, the holly, and the laurel were awake 
to the end, and to them it was given to be always green and to 
be greatest for medicine, but to the others it was said: 
“Because you have not endured to the end you shall lose 
your, hair every winter.” 

Men came after the animals and plants. At first there were 
only a brother and sister until he struck her with a fish and 
told her to multiply, and so it was. In seven days a child was 
born to her, and thereafter every seven days another, and they 
increased very fast until there was danger that the world 
could not keep them. Then it was made that a woman should 
have only one child in a year, and it has been so ever since. 

Thanks to the generosity of many of our citizens we have 

been able to continue holding silent auctions. We have set up 

a display case in our tribal offices to show off these wonder-

ful donations. We try and hold these auctions about every 

two months by posting them on our tribes Facebook page as 

well as on our website. All the funds received from these 

items (with the exception of any shipping charges) goes di-

rectly into our land savings fund account. Here are just a few 

of the items we have coming up for auction in the near future, 

so be watching! If you have an item you would like to donate 

you can either bring them by our office at 1531 Blount Ave-

nue or mail them to: PO Box 754 / Guntersville, AL 35976. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have donated items and for those 

who have bid on items.  



July 14th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered Dish 

July 26-27th - Land Savings Fundraiser - Yard Sale 7 am til 

to tired to move:30 

August 11th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered Dish 

September 8th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered 

Dish 

September 20th - 22nd - Waterloo, AL - Trail of Tears 

PowWow 

October 13th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered 

Dish 

October 19th - possible Pet Wellness Clinic courtesy of 

Auburn University. Watch the calendar on our website for 

confirmation of times and final date. 

November 10th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered 

Dish - November is Native American History Month. We 

encourage all who attend to bring their hand crafted items 

for show and/or sale. 

December 8th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered 

Dish - Bring a hand crafted ornament for a chance to win a 

prize.  

January 12th - Fellowship Gather ing - 1 pm - “Shake Out 

Your Regalia”- Covered Dish -  We encourage any of our 

local artisans to bring their crafted items in for show or sale.  

Everyone is invited to wear their regalia. 

January 25th - Possible star t of PowWow Committee 

Meetings - 1 pm Tribal Office. Watch our website for defi-

nite date and time for this. 

February 9th - Fellowship Gather ing - 1 pm - Covered 

Dish  

March 8th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered Dish  

March 14th - Possible Date for  St. Patr ick’s Day Parade 

in Huntsville.  Watch our website for definite date and time 

for this. 

April 12th -  With this being Easter Sunday we may cancel 

this Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered Dish . Watch 

our website calendar for the determination on this event.. 

April 25th - 26th - PowWow 

June 14th - Fellowship Gathering - 1 pm - Covered Dish  

Getting ready to host our semi-annual Yard sale to raise 

funds for our Land Savings Trust fund. If you live locally 

please donate any unused or unwanted items and then come 

by and shop for those items you just can’t live without. If you 

don’t live locally and would like to donate to our Land Sav-

ings Trust Fund you can go to our website and click on the 

Donate button. Thank you all for your donations and support! 


